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SECOND LONDON 

BAPTIST CONFESSION 

OF FAITH

CHAPTER 6
OF THE FALL OF MAN, 

OF SIN, AND OF THE 
PUNISHMENT THEREOF

“

2LCF:6.1-6.2

1. Although God created man upright and perfect, and gave him a righteous 
law, which had been unto life had he kept it, and threatened death upon 
the breach thereof, yet he did not long abide in this honour; Satan using 
the subtlety of the serpent to subdue Eve, then by her seducing Adam, 
who, without any compulsion, did willfully transgress the law of their 
creation, and the command given unto them, in eating the forbidden fruit, 
which God was pleased, according to his wise and holy counsel to permit, 
having purposed to order it to his own glory. 

2. Our first parents, by this sin, fell from their original righteousness and 
communion with God, and we in them whereby death came upon all: all 
becoming dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts of 
soul and body.   
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Original Sin

• The doctrine of original sin teaches that when Adam fell, all his 
children (posterity) fell with him

• Through Adam, all men died and we inherit a sinful nature

• We are not born in a state of innocence and righteousness, but 
born dead in sin in “all faculties and parts of soul and body”

“

Genesis 6:5–6 (ESV) 
5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And 
the LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to 
his heart. 
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“ Psalm 51:3–6 (ESV) 

 3  For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is ever before me. 

 4  Against you, you only, have I sinned 

and done what is evil in your sight, 

  so that you may be justified in your words 

and blameless in your judgment. 

 5  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

 6  Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 

and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

“
Ephesians 2:1–4 (ESV) 

By Grace Through Faith 

2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we 
all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the flesh 
and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, 
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“

2LCF: 6.3-6.4

3. They being the root, and by God’s appointment, standing in the room and 
stead of all mankind, the guilt of the sin was imputed, and corrupted nature 
conveyed, to all their posterity descending from them by ordinary generation, 
being now conceived in sin, and by nature children of wrath, the servants of 
sin, the subjects of death, and all other miseries, spiritual, temporal, and 
eternal, unless the Lord Jesus set them free. 

4. From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, 
and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all 
actual transgressions.  

“
Romans 5:12–21 (ESV) 

Death in Adam, Life in Christ 
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in 
the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 
14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not 
like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come. 
15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s 
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that 
one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result 
of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought 
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification. 
17 For if, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one man, much 
more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ. 
18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of 
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the 
many will be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but 
where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in 
death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Corrupted Nature

• According to Romans 5, we receive sin from Adam in the same 
manner we receive righteousness from Jesus, through 
imputation

• Just as we are born again into Christ Jesus, our first birth results 
in being born into Adam

Abstract of Principles

VI. The Fall of Man 

God originally created Man in His own image, and free from sin; 
but, through the temptation of Satan, he transgressed the command 
of God, and fell from his original holiness and righteousness;
whereby his posterity inherit a nature corrupt and wholly opposed
to God and His law, are under condemnation, and as soon as they are
capable of moral action, become actual transgressors.

New Hampshire Confession of Faith

III. Of the Fall of Man 

We believe that man was created in holiness, under the law of 
his Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and 
happy state; in consequence of which all mankind are now
sinners, not by constraint but choice; being by nature utterly
void of that holiness required by the law of God, positively
inclined to evil; and therefore under just condemnation to
eternal ruin, without defense or excuse.

Baptist Faith and Message 1925

Article III – The Fall of Man

Man was created by the special act of God, as recorded in Genesis. 
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created 
he him; male and female created he them” (Gen. 1:27). “And the Lord 
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul” (Gen. 2:7).

He was created in a state of holiness under the law of his Maker, but, 
through the temptation of Satan, he transgressed the command of 
God and fell from his original holiness and righteousness; whereby
his posterity inherit a nature corrupt and in bondage to sin, are under
condemnation, and as soon as they are capable of moral action,
become actual transgressors.

Baptist Faith and Message 1963

Article III –Man

Man was created by the special act of God, in His own image, and is the 
crowning work of His creation. In the beginning man was innocent of sin 
and was endowed by his Creator with freedom of choice. By his free 
choice man sinned against God and brought sin into the human race. 
Through the temptation of Satan man transgressed the command of God, 
and fell from his original innocence; whereby his posterity inherit a
nature and an environment inclined toward sin, and as soon as they are
capable of moral action become transgressors and are under
condemnation. Only the grace of God can bring man into His holy 
fellowship and enable man to fulfil the creative purpose of God. The 
sacredness of human personality is evident in that God created man in 
His own image, and in that Christ died for man; therefore every man 
possesses dignity and is worthy of respect and Christian love.

Baptist Faith and Message 2000

Article III –Man

Man is the special creation of God, made in His own image. He created 
them  male and female as the crowning work of His creation. The gift of 
gender is thus part of the goodness of God’s creation. In the beginning 
man was innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator with freedom 
of choice. By his free choice man sinned against God and brought sin 
into the human race. Through the temptation of Satan man transgressed 
the command of God, and fell from his original innocence whereby his
posterity inherit a nature and an environment inclined toward sin.
Therefore, as soon as they are capable of moral action, they become
transgressors and are under condemnation. `Only the grace of God can 
bring man into His holy fellowship and enable man to fulfill the 
creative purpose of God. The sacredness of human personality is 
evident in that God created man in His own image, and in that Christ 
died for man; therefore, every person of every race possesses full dignity 
and is worthy of respect and Christian love.
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“

2LCF 10.3

10.3 Elect infants dying in infancy are regenerated and saved by Christ 
through the Spirit; who worketh when, and where, and how he pleases; so 
also are all elect persons, who are incapable of being outwardly called by the 
ministry of the Word.  

“

2LCF; 6.5

5. The corruption of nature, during this life, doth remain in those that are 
regenerated; and although it be through Christ pardoned and mortified, yet 
both itself, and the first motions thereof, are truly and properly sin.   
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